WHETSTONE RANCH BREAKS GROUND
&l

Housing
boom now
under way

THELMA GRIMES
News-Sun

Ernie Graves purchased
more than 15,000 acres on
the east side of State Route
90 nearly 12 years ago, with
the vision of building a hous-
ing development that has
come to be known as
Whetstone Ranch.

Over the years some have
questioned if the 20.000-
home development would
become reality. Those doubts
were erased Tuesday as a
groundbreaking ceremony
kicked off construction of the
first home.

“It’s taken a long time to
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Marking the official start of growth in Benson last Tuesday, Mayor George Scott, at left,
Bob Workman of R.L. Homes, Inc., Pat Lopez of the Whetstone Development
Company, City Manager Boyd Kraemer and John Davis of Oak Canyon Realty are
happy to get things started in the groundbreaxing ceremony. ©

get through all the regulatory
issues,” said Graves, a
Tucson resident. “We haven't
cut corners in any aspect.
This is going to be top quali-
ty. I think gll the paperwork
and getting the legal aspects

taken care of was 70 percent
of the work. Now, the actual
part people can see will be
the final 30 percent. It's a
great kickoff for Benson.”
And what a kick it's going

to be, as Whetstone Ranch is
expected to bring more than
20,000 homes to Benson over
the next 20 years.

Whetstone Ranch is not
the only projected growth, as

the City Council has
approved plans over the last
year calling for more than
15,000 homes in a variety of

See HOMES, Page 10A







